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Since January | 1,2002, the U.S. Naval Station at Guantdnamo Bay, Cuba
(GTMO), has held 780 “War on Terror” inmates. These are known as “detainees,”
“enemy combatants,” or “unprivileged belligerents,” not “prisoners of war"
They are not charged and do not face trials in United States courts.

Their detention is indefinite. Fifteen years later; 41 men remain in custody,
guarded by a force of 1,550 military personnel.
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1.

That although it has been

17 months since the

January 24, 2004 incident...,
what follows is

my best recollection

of the events that transpired
early that morning

and immediately thereafter.
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MAMDOUH, EGYPTIAN AUSTRALIAN

ENTREPRENEUR

RETURNING TO HIS HOMETOWN
KAFR AL DAWR, EGYPT

HELD 2 YEARS, 9 MONTHS, | DAY
RELEASED JANUARY 27 2005
CHARGES NEVER FILED






10.

That the segregation cells
consist of stamped steel
completely around each cell,
and you cannot see in or out
of the cell except for

4

a small “beanhole,” where

food is given to the detainee.
The segregation cell

was very dark,

with only a small light

at the upper corner of the cell
which gave off the same kind

of light as a fading flashlight.
The floor of the segregation cell

was also made of steel.
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Government archives include classified legal memoranda justifying torture tactics.
These are known as “enhanced interrogation techniques.”
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11. B

12.
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That when I entered adzo Laedie g
the darkened segregation cell LoSzo !l Jyrdl 451 350
I immediately T)}J S )
crawled under the bunk U O | I C

as ordered
and faced the wall.
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Turkey Vulture
$11.99
Gift shop, U.S. Naval Station Guantdnamo Bay Naval Exchange (NEX)
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But I did leave, | can prove it.

HAMZA, TUNISIAN

BY THE RIVER HRON

ZVOLEN, SLOVAKIA

HELD 2 YEARS, Il MONTHS, 19 DAYS

CLEARED JANUARY 12,2009

TRANSFERRED TO SLOVAKIA NOVEMBER 20, 2014
CHARGES NEVER FILED

| was cleared. So why are they still treating me like a suspect?

Do you think the FBI will help me? | know they were in Guantdnamo.

— In the summer of 2015, Slovak Special Forces officers broke down his door, shot him with

rubber bullets, and arrested him. He had not left his apartment in five days, they explained.
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14. .14

That I next heard Sxaaw IS um
an interpreter speaking to me P N T W LA.;-J_L,o
in a language which iz
I believe to be Lesly wbsel
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being spoken at Camp Delta. Sy S 8






“Radio GTMO: Rockin in Fidel's Backyard”
$20

S fored) Ll Zid | 5 Iyl s el sl
J'yﬁ 20



15.

That the interpreter

then departed and I heard
the “beanhole” being opened,
and I heard an OC Cannister

being shaken

This particular form of OC
is very strong and generally
quickly subdues any person

who is sprayed with it.
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This individual did say,

“This is your last time.

Come to the front of the cell.

Place your arms
outside of the cell,”
along with the other
usual orders

given to detainees

before extraction commences.






The interpreter came back
to my cell,

where he began

talking to me

in what I believed to be

Afghan language.



Detainee archives include family photographs.



Gitmo is the best posting a soldier could have.

There’s so much fun to be had here!

— GTMO MILITARY ESCORT, 2014
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ANONYMOUS, CHINESE UIGHUR

TIRANA, ALBANIA

HELD 4 YEARS, 7 MONTHS
TRANSFERRED TO ALBANIA MAY 5, 2006
CHARGES NEVER FILED



Also, about this time,
the detainee

across from my cell
began to scream and yell
in his language, and

I could hear

the military personnel
outside of my cell
telling him to

shut up

and stop what he was doing.
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The interpreter began

talking to me and

as
in
he
to

he finished
the foreign language
closed his comments

me by stating,
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Purse Clasp
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“Man, they are going to

fuck you up.”






Inmate Shirt and Trousers, Orange
$21.95and $ 2695
Bob Barker,“America’s Leading Detention Supplier”
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High Top Velcro-Bobs Shoes, Black
$ 8.59/pair
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16. .16

That I then heard plusl 28y crew Lgia> a5l
the IRF team oY ol Bed Goyd
stomping down the causeway. Coa 8 g o

The Immediate Reaction Force (IRF) is an emergency response team "o sazl aE" e i frk"”.y Ja,: Bl Ll 3o o &;;}” )58

employed to subdue “noncompliant” inmates. " TR =i . T L2
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A detainee forcibly extracted from a cell by the IRF team has been “IRFed.” S 3G A = o +
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DESIGNATED MILITARY OFFICER:
The Detainee was seen at an al Qaida
guesthouse in Afghanistan.

DETAINEE:
When? In prison? When did | enter
Afghanistan?

PRESIDING OFFICER!

We can only go by the unclassified
information to hear at this moment and
time. If | understand your statement, you
were never at an al Qaida guesthouse in
Afghanistan?

DETAINEE:
| was in prison.You (Americans) captured
me from Iran and you put me in prison...

PRESIDING OFFICER:

If | can summarize your statement, the
only places you were in Afghanistan...

[you were] in prison? Is that what you said?

DETAINEE:
By the Americans.

PRESIDING OFFICER:

Is that your statement. Your statement is
the only places you were in Afghanistan
are in American prisons?

HUSSEIN,YEMENI

AT MIDDAY PRAYER

ZVOLEN, SLOVAKIA

HELD I2YEARS, 6 MONTHS, I'| DAYS
CLEARED JANUARY 12,2009
RELEASED NOVEMBER 20, 2014
CHARGES NEVER FILED

DETAINEE:

In the first place they kidnapped me
from Iran and they took me into
Afghanistan. How did | enter Afghanistan?
They kidnapped me and they took me
to Afghanistan.

PRESIDING OFFICER!
Thank you and | understand your statement.

DETAINEE:

You're telling [me] you're welcome, thank
you and it's not doing me any good. I'm not
going to go here or go here. Everything |
hear is “thank you.” ... It's just that I've heard
it many times and it doesn't do any good.

PRESIDING OFFICER!
This is the first time you've been before
this board.

DETAINEE:
It's true, but all the Americans that | have
sat with, whether it's the previous board or
the interrogators. They all say thank you, you
clarified it, and you made it understood.

PRESIDING OFFICER:
I'm glad you appreciate Americans’ good
manners.

DETAINEE:
Very happy.

— Administrative Review Board (ARB) hearing transcript Inmate Serial Number (ISN#) 1015



Page 5 of a Background Paper on the CIA's Combined Use of Interrogation Techniques,
faxed from the CIA to the Department of Justice (DOJ) Office of Legal Counsel
Command Center, December 30, 2004
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17.

That thereafter,

the stomping stopped,
and I knew the IRF team
was assembled

in front of my cell.
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I heard the words,
“This 1is it.
This is your last

and final warning.

Come to the front of the cell.”

sOs) iy pgiraw
NS (I |

Jodsd!l g 1A

co el g sy

“LAS 50 deads I JLas



Joint Task Force (JTF) mug, detention facility Camp X-Ray
$7.99
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Then I heard, “All right, ¢ L cozaw N
we’re sending them in on you.” AP WU (R NV WIS Wk R
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Hello Debi

DJAMEL, BERBER

LOOKING HOMEWARD

OUTSIDE ALGIERS, ALGERIA

HELD I'I YEARS, I'l MONTHS, 18 DAYS
CLEARED OCTOBER 9, 2008 & MAY 8, 2009
RELEASED DECEMBER 4, 2013

CHARGES NEVER FILED IN U.S.

ACQUITTED AND EXONERATED AT TRIAL IN ALGERIA

I am so sorry I cannot meet with you, I am going through a difficult time

lately I don’t talk to people even to my own family only when I have to.

After my transfert from GTMO to Algeria I was living a very difficult time

but then I started to feel some improvement but then I feel I am crashing,

if the circumstances were different, I will be very happy to meet with you,

sorry. I wish you a good trip and a nice time in Algeria.

Sincerely,

Djamel

— EMAIL, MAY 1]

We didn't know what to expect when he came home.

If nothing else we expected a weakened man.

| was just a child when he left but my mother says he is just the same.

— INTERVIEW WITH NIECE, MAY 20
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18.

That immediately

following the final warning,
the door was unleashed

and the IRF team

descended on me

immediately and aggressively.

The shield of the #1 man

was pressed against me

while I was under the bunk,
and the other members

of the team

began snatching and grabbing
at my legs, pulling me out
from under the bunk

very aggressively and
pinning and twisting

my legs back and up and

pulling my arms behind my back.
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All of this hurt
tremendously,

and I did try to
kick away the shield

and relieve the pressure

because it was hurting so much.

I tried to get

on my stomach

so that I could be compliant
and so their pressure

and aggression would lessen.
However the grabbing,
bending

and twisting

only intensified.

It never lessened.
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19.

That my legs were

bent backwards up toward my back,
which made it very difficult

to breathe or talk.

An individual on the IRF team
placed his hand around my throat
and began choking me

and aggressively dug his thumb
into the pressure point

of my lower jaw.

This hurt a lot.

I tried to turn my head to speak.
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I then said the code word, “Red,” “‘WT” PG O | 7 U S W W N
with my head turned towards them. cppdo i wij oS Ledos
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Government archives obtained in litigation include documentation of
an FBI investigation into aggressive treatment of detainees.
Positive Response # 1, August 2, 2004
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However, the individual
kept on choking me, and
the other members

of the IRF team were still
trying to put handcuffs
and shackles around

my wrists and legs.
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MURAT, TURKISH

REFUGEE COUNSELOR
CONTAINERDORF, REFUGEE HOUSING
BREMEN, GERMANY

HELD 4 YEARS, 7 MONTHS, 22 DAYS
RELEASED AUGUST 24, 2006

CHARGES NEVER FILED

3. Detainee is a close associate with, and planned to travel to Pakistan
with, an individual who later engaged in a suicide bombing. Bilgin possibly

is the Elalanutus suicide bomber.

—ALLEGATION READ AT HEARING

DETAINEE:
Where are the explosives! What bombs? ...

TRIBUNAL PRESIDENT:

| certainly cannot answer because this is the first time | have seen this evidence.
It is my understanding that anything remaining concerning this individual (Bilgin)
is in the classified session...

DETAINEE:

| am here because Bilgin had bombed somebody? | wasn't aware he had done
that. My association with him is not as a terrorist. We exercised together at the
gym and played sports.We both raised dogs, and because of this common inter-
est, we became very good friends. Even though he was several years older than
me, he was like a big brother. | wasn't aware he had done those things. | don't
need friends like that.

— COMBATANT STATUS REVIEW BOARD (CSRB)

Summarized Detainee Statement Transcript Inmate Serial Number (ISN#) 61.

A defense investigation produced sworn statements from Bilgin, still alive, and
from the German state prosecutor, stating that there was no Elalanutus bombing,
and no pending investigation of Bilgin.
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I uttered the code word “Red”
again and when I did that,
the individual behind me
slammed my head down

against the steel floor.

I was trying to be

as limp and compliant

as possible,

but it was not working.
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I said the code word “Red”

two or three times, and

the only response I got was that
my legs continued to be twisted
up towards my back, making it
difficult to breathe,

and my arms continued to be
forced backwards into an unnatural
position to be handcuffed.

The IRF team members said,

“Stop resisting. Stop resisting.”
I was trying to not resist

but I never had the opportunity
to do so.

They were on me immediately

once they entered the cell,
twisting and turning me

and making it very difficult

for me to breathe or to resist.
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20.

That the third time I said “Red,”
my head was again slammed
against the steel floor.

This blow was much harder

than the first one.

An IRF team member was

still choking me, and

I barely had any air left

to breathe except to utter,
“I'm a U.S. soldier,”

and my head was again

smashed against the steel floor.
I was able to utter again,

“I'm a U.S. soldier.”

Also about this same time,
my orange pants were
apparently pulled down
far enough so that

my BDU trousers

had to be noticed, plus

I also had on my

military jump boots.
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Government archives include 2005 report of an Army
Regulation 15-6 investigation into FBI allegations of abuse.
No allegations of torture or inhumane treatment were substantiated.
Schmidt-Furlow Report Exhibit excerpt, Summarized Witness Statement Former Psychiatrist
with Behavioral Science Consultation Team (BSCT), January 20, 2005
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MOURAD, FRENCH ALGERIAN

MUSLIM YOUTH COUNSELOR

LYON, FRANCE

HELD 2 YEARS, 8 MONTHS, | DAY

TRANSFERRED TO FRANCE JULY 26, 2005

CHARGES NEVER FILED IN THE U.S.

UPON RETURN TO FRANCE, WAS CHARGED, TRIED AND CONVICTED.
SERVED ANOTHER YEAR AND A HALF IN PRISON.

CONVICTION OVERTURNED ON APPEAL.



21.

That once they realized

I was a U.S. soldier,

the IRF team got off of me
and unfastened the
handcuffs and shackles

on my legs.
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22,

23.

That I heard

the members

of the IRF team
cursing that

they were not informed
that this was

a military person

serving as an

uncooperative mock detainee.

It appeared to me that
they believed

this was a real mission

and not a training exercise.
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24,

That when I got to my feet,
my right temple

was bleeding a lot

and the blood was

running down my face and neck.

My head was hurting a lot.
When I staggered out

of the cell, I saw and heard
one of the guard dogs

in the causeway

barking viciously toward me
while his handler was trying

to keep him under control.
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I was then treated

by two medics who

cleaned the blood off me.

I then heard someone

outside the cell block yelling,
“Cut that suit off of him,

cut that suit off of him!”

and someone started

cutting the detainee uniform
off me with scissors

from the medics’ kit.
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MOAZZAM, PAKISTANI BRITISH

ACTIVIST

IN HIS CHILDHOOD REFUGE, MOSELEY BOG

BIRMINGHAM, U.K.

HELD 2 YEARS, I'| MONTHS, 24 DAYS

RELEASED JANUARY 25, 2005

CHARGES NEVER FILED IN THE U.S.

U.K. CHARGES FILED IN CONNECTION WITH A SUBSEQUENT TRIP TO SYRIA,
FORMALLY ACQUITTED AFTER PROSECUTORS OFFERED NO EVIDENCE.

SERVED MORE THAN SEVEN MORE MONTHS IN PRETRIAL DETENTION.
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I also heard someone say, e Jo i Lok Lm_n O=_aw

“Clean that man up, oI g a3
clean that man up, P U R R 1N
I want him cleaned Linas oyl
before he gets out of here!” Ml (w0 oo ol Jos
The medics escorted me Oloah Il Glabgall 5oLy
down toward where do> el ye
the IRF team e ol Bed goy s LS
had been assembled L,u_z_u»
for an AAR ixx>l o sl 2N
(After Action Review). (el uxy Lo dxs>! )
The medics kept telling me o OV gLl el dl by
that I needed to go A>3l e QT
to a naval hospital... v Swad il )
Immediately after this incident pobloe d5oLlxdl oda Aarog
I wanted to get back to my unit, cosd>g Il sgel ol ooyl
and I walked back from Camp 2 2 sSuwas o | 4SLe Gldieg
and tried to follow the fence b sl ol adglsg
line to Camp 1 where my unit d>g doo> 1 jSwsadl Iz Law !
was staged. R NS R W I
I remember feeling groggy and I g Oyrd \)_1_3;1 )J.’\_ﬁ
threw up a couple of times 0oy ol i,
before arriving at my building. RPN S i R | Juol Qi Jos
I remember someone helping me e lw Lo Laxs ol ,sisig
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25.

That when I opened

the door to my building

I remember everyone

looking at me.

I had a huge knot

swelling over the right eye.
I remember everyone

standing up,

rushing over to me, and
hearing the words,

“What the hell happened?
What happened?”

And my squad leader,

Staff Sergeant_, and my
team leader, Sergeant ||

_, told everyone

to sit down. They asked me
what had happened and
took me into another room.
I told them.

I also told them,
“Go get the tape.
Go get the tape.”
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Staff Sgt - said,

“"I"11 be right back.

I'm going to go over there
and see what happened.”

I was in there

with sot | for

approximately 10 or 15 minutes

before Staff Sg_ returned.

“There’s nothing on the tape...

They said

the camera malfunctioned.”
Staff Sgt. -said,

“That’s what took me so long.
I was trying to get them to
show me what was on the tape,
and they wouldn’t.

I had to get someone else,

a senior NCO, an officer,
someone, to force them

to show me the tape. And
when they showed it to me,

there was nothing on the tape.
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RUSTAM, UZBEK

DUBLIN, IRELAND

HELD 7 YEARS, 8 MONTHS, 7 DAYS
TRANSFERRED TO IRELAND SEPTEMBER 27,2009
CHARGES NEVER FILED



sgt. | coked at
Staff Sgt. -and said,
“"They erased the tape.”

Taping of IRF extractions

was always a part of

every extraction exercise.

I also remember

seeing an individual

with a camera

when I left the segregation cell

after I was injured.
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you wrongly,” “you will be freed and given political asylum.” [ still believe U.S.

will take care of this situation in here fairly. | still believe that.

—COMBATANT STATUS REVIEW BOARD (CSRB)
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Excerpts of two documents from government archives regarding interrogation
tactics used on Guantanamo Bay detainees.
Public records requests have yielded over 100,000 pages of documents
about the treatment of “War on Terror” prisoners.
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26.
I remember being sick
as I was trying to fill out

this form...

I was moved over to an

urgent treatment-type center
near Camp 1...

Staff Sgt. -and Sgt.
_ then put me in a
vehicle and took me to the naval

hospital.

The naval hospital was only
a few miles away, and

I remember them telling me
they were only doing

20 to 25 miles per hour, but
it seemed like we were flying,
and I kept throwing up,

and finally they had to stop
because I was so sick.

I remember having

some kind of seizure.
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Then when we got

to the hospital

they put me on a gurney
and rolled me

into the hospital,

and I remember immediately
being stuck with

a lot of needles

and tubes everywhere,

including a catheter.
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but | couldn't.
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— Combatant Status Review Board (CSRB)
Summarized Detainee Statement Transcript



27.

That at some point

during my hospitalization
at Guantanamo, I remember
Major General _and
Brigadier General -
coming to visit me

a few minutes

while I was in the hospital.
They inquired how I was doing
and that they would

get to the bottom of

what happened, and that
those involved would be

held accountable.

I never heard from them again.



Further, Affiant sayeth nought.
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America will always stand firm for the

nonnegotiable demands of human dignity. We tortured some folks.
— PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH — PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA
STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS AUGUST 1, 2014

JANUARY 29, 2002

Wil 3t gl o] coe Y e Lde A
slad) Wl e Il e
ALYl Ll 1 Yol o LS I o —
2014 el /O |

s s o e —
SEY U o>
2002 pla/ S 658 29



Would I approve waterboarding?
You bet your ass 1 would approve it.
You bet your ass.
In a heartbeat. And I would approve more than
that. Don’t kid yourself, folks, it works.

It works. . . And if it doesn’t work,

they deserve it anyway for what they’re doing to us.

.. . talking about Gitmo, right, Guantdnamo Bay,
which by the way, which by the way, we are
keeping open, which we are keeping open. And
we’re going to load it up with some bad dudes.

Believe me; we’re going to load it up.

— PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE DONALD TRUMP
ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL,

NOVEMBER 23, 2015 & FEBRUARY 23,2016
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Guantinamo Bay, The World’s Oyster
Moazzam Begg

Solitary confinement in Guantianamo Bay is absolute. No calendars, clocks or watches.
No television, no radio, no newspapers. No visits, no meaningful communication
with family or the outside world. For the first 32 months of my imprisonment, there

weren’t even any legal visits. No window in my six-by-eight-foot cell.

It’s surprising what the human body and mind can endure. Locked in my cage over
23 hours a day with nothing but time on my hands, I tried everything I could not
to dwell on thoughts about my family, my children growing up without their father.
Even now, after so many years, reliving that thought is too painful to recall
completely. Instead, using the few pieces of paper I was allowed, I’d write lists of
words from languages I knew, books I wanted to read, films I wanted to see and
places I wanted to visit. As the days turned into weeks, months and years, my fear

and terror developed into acceptance and, occasionally, resistance.

Once or twice, though, it was too much. One day, as I paced the length of my cell
— three steps forward, three steps back — the word “animal” began resounding

in my head. It got louder and louder until it overwhelmed me. I had always made a
point of being calm, compliant, polite, patient and well behaved. But after almost
two years in solitary confinement, I was holding in so much pain, regret, fear, anger
and hurt that the dam just burst that day. I exploded, screaming, swearing, crying,
punching and kicking. I challenged the guards to enter my cell. I told them they were
evil, demanded to know how they could live with themselves. I called them cowards,
kidnappers and torturers. They seemed genuinely confused and didn’t know what to

do. So they called in for “Hitchcock,” the code for psychiatrists.

One eventually did come, after I had calmed down. She sat in front of my cell, in her
military uniform, and asked me if I had ever thought of harming myself, if I had ever
considered removing my trousers and threading my bed sheet through them to make

a noose to hang myself in the corner of the cell.

I hadn’t, until she suggested it.
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During the first few months in Guantinamo I was only allowed out of my cell

for fifteen minutes twice weekly in the “recreation yard.” The “yard” was really
more of a pen, a fifteen-by-fifteen-foot area surrounded by a high chain-link fence
inside Camp Echo, the main isolation complex, which was completely sealed off

with steel fencing.

The process was always the same. Guards radioed infantry to send a patrol with
heavily armed soldiers and vehicles to Camp Echo. I was shackled with a “three-
piece suit” that connected my wrists, my waist and my ankles through a series of
chains and cuffs. Only then was my cell door opened. With two soldiers holding
me, I was escorted out of my cell and for the slow walk to the rec yard, a very short
distance away. A third soldier always remained several paces behind, with his
handgun drawn and pointed towards me. I was only taken into the rec pen itself
once Military Working Dog (MWD) team arrived to monitor me as long as I was
there. Twice a week, I was treated as a far more important person than I’ve ever

been in my life. It made me feel special.

Once inside the rec pen I had several options. I could pace (or run) clockwise,

I could pace (or run) counterclockwise or I could just sit (or stand) for the duration.
If I felt particularly rebellious, I could climb to the top of the cage and peer over
the outer perimeter and catch a glimpse of the shimmering blue sea and the
occasional oil tanker or cruise ship in the distance. Sometimes I’d see turkey
vultures perched on posts of the cage fences, with their wings spread as they cooled
themselves in the morning breeze. In those moments I’d imagine sailing

or flying away too, but just looking up was painful.

Whilst I can never forget the abuse U.S. personnel carried out against the “brothers”
and me, others did show some empathy and humanity. Kim was one of the few
interrogators who didn’t treat me as an enemy and expressed what felt like genuine
concern about my welfare. One day, she came to tell me about something quite mar-
velous that was happening in the Cuban sky. Though I was not scheduled to visit the
rec yard, she persuaded the guards to allow me outside for a few moments, shackled,
of course, so that I could see a perfect circular rainbow that had formed around the

sun. For a brief moment, guards, interrogators and prisoners gazed up in unison.
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None of us had ever seen anything like it. Then I was marched back to my cell.

I didn’t really know it then, but in Guantdnamo I became an activist with a voice.
Much of my work over the years has taken me to meet or talk with former prisoners
who were either returned to their country of origin or resettled in countries where
they had little or no connection. In many of these cases, men once deemed by the
Bush administration as the “worst of the worst,” were sent to countries where they
have no friends or relatives and don’t speak the language. I’ve tried to assist Uighurs
from China who were sent to Albania, Bermuda, El Salvador and Palau, to help

find a way to meet their families or get them prosthetic limbs for legs amputated in
Guantanamo. I've tried to help a wheelchair-bound Syrian sent to Uruguay who has
been unable to reunite with his family, refugees of the Syrian uprising. When visiting
an Egyptian sent to Slovakia, I couldn’t understand why he wouldn’t help me carry
the bags of gifts I had sent from England until I realized, while performing prayer
right next to him, that his leg was plastic — it too had been amputated in
Guantdnamo. I’ve spoken with and campaigned for Chadian, Afghan and Canadian
children who emerged from Guantdnamo as exemplary men. And I’ve seen my

British friend reunited with his teenage daughter and sons after fourteen years.

My only experience of America was in military custody. I was held for a total of
three years, only two of which were in Guantdnamo. It has now been twelve years
since I returned home. I’ve been writing and speaking most of that time about my
experience in U.S. military custody — in Kandahar, Bagram and Guantdnamo.
But compared to many prisoners held there for over a decade, I feel relatively

blessed and almost unqualified to comment.

Birmingham, England, January 2017
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Safe, Humane, Legal and Transparent
Debi Cornwall

After nine months and a background check, military authorities issued a country
clearance authorizing me to photograph at the U.S. Naval Station in Guantdnamo
Bay, Cuba (known as “Gitmo,” after its military call letters, GTMO). The notice
came with 12 pages of rules to be signed, each page initialed, as a condition of
travel: No “frontal facial views, profiles, 3/4 views, or any view revealing a
detainee’s identity,” nor any faces of military personnel or civilian staff. No
deliberate images of security protocols, infrastructure, communications facilities or
certain stretches of coastline. No panoramic views of the detention facility camps
or the military commission buildings that would reveal the layout of structures and

access roads. No photographs unless accompanied by a military escort.

Images to be reviewed, directly from memory cards, in daily Operational Security
(OPSEC) Review. Images deemed in violation of the rules to be deleted, although
two images per day could be designated for cropping. A record of every deleted or

cropped file would be stored on military computers for future reference.

Violating any of the rules would incur sanctions, potentially including temporary

suspension of access, expulsion and unspecified other “adverse action.”

Once the charter flight landed, I crossed the Tarmac to line up at a military checkpoint.

I showed my passport, but the soldier didn’t stamp it. He checked my name off a
list and ushered me on. As far as the United States government was concerned, I was

officially not in Cuba.

Military escorts drove us to the ferry that crosses Guantanamo Bay between the
Leeward Side, where the airport sits, and the Windward Side, the main hub of the
base. “Gitmo is the best posting a soldier could have,” the military escort said.

“There’s so much fun to be had here!” “Great,” I said. “Show me the fun.”
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The stated mission of the military authority that operates these facilities, Joint Task
Force Guantanamo (JTF GTMO), is to provide “safe, humane, legal and transparent
care and custody of detainees.” The standard media tour emphasizes these talking
points at every opportunity. An array of “comfort items,” ranging from toothpaste to
blankets to Korans, is laid out in sample cells to show how attentive the guard force is

to the personal needs of “detainees.”

In military terminology, the men held here are “detainees,” not prisoners; the
facilities they are held in are “detention centers,” not prisons. The reason for the
distinction? “Prisoners” would be entitled to the protections guaranteed by

. . . 1 .
international law under the Geneva Conventions. “Detainees” are not.

During my three visits to the base in 2014 and 20135, each requiring its own
clearance process, the official itinerary allowed for two days to photograph during
each four-day visit. At that time, each standard tour included a visit to Camp X-Ray,
the outdoor warren of chain-link pens that housed the first “War on Terror”
“detainees” when they arrived on January 11, 2002, for three months until new

facilities were built.

The tour pauses for the “,Honor Bound’ photo opportunity” at Camp Delta, where
the cement barriers outside the guard fence are painted with the first two words of
JTF GTMO’s motto: HONOR BOUND TO PROTECT FREEDOM.

Then it’s on to the kitchen where detainees’ meals are prepared. The head chef lays

out a bountiful spread of nutritious halaal food. She insists that we try the baklava.

In the detainee library, the stacks include hundreds, if not thousands, of DVDs,
books and periodicals, some blacked out by a military censor’s pen. The entire Harry
Potter series is available in multiple languages, including Arabic, Pashto,

French and English. 1001 Natural Wonders You Must See Before You Die.

Countless animated Disney films. Popular Mechanics’ “Survive Anything” issue.

After a stop in the detainee hospital, the tour finally arrives at Camp 3, for

“noncompliant detainees” in single cells, and Camp 6, with communal areas for
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“compliant detainees.”” The captives themselves, the reason why the tour exists, are
barely seen. The standard tour offers one glimpse, from inside the panopticon of
Camp 6 into a communal area, through darkened mirror window. Military escorts
hand out black tape to cover digital cameras’ flashing autofocus lights, which would
be visible inside the pen and alert the captives to our presence. We are invited to
look, to make photographs that will be scrutinized later in OPSEC Review. The
impression is of zoo animals, not people. There is no privacy here; these men have

no control over being seen.

Meanwhile, on the Naval Station side, the heart of the base, fun abounds for the
off-duty among the 5,000 or so military and civilian staff, some here with their
families. There’s a free outdoor movie theater, a bowling alley, an eighteen-hole golf
course with driving range, a paintball course, a skateboard park, beach volleyball
courts, a miniature golf course, a pool complex, state-of-the-art fitness center, and a
Go-Kart track, although the Go-Karts seem to have gone missing. Scuba certification
is available, along with sailing, kayaking and lounging at several white-sand beaches
overlooking the Caribbean. In keeping with the base’s long history as an R&R site
for sailors on liberty, gift shop souvenirs celebrate Gitmo as a tropical paradise:

Guantdnamo Bay: Pearl of the Caribbean.

It’s quite a show. And a spectacular diversion from what happens behind closed

doors, the things that will never make the media tour.

“We tortured some folks,” President Barack Obama announced in 2014. His admission
was prompted by the release of a report by the Senate Intelligence Committee
investigating the CIA’s post-September 11 detention and interrogation practices at

A 3
Guantanamo Bay and elsewhere.

The official acknowledgment that what had been described for twelve years as
“enhanced interrogation” was actually torture, came as no surprise. Officials in the

administration of President George W. Bush had chosen Guantdnamo Bay as the site
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to house “War on Terror” detainees precisely because it was offshore, and therefore,
presumably, beyond the reach of U.S. courts. The goal was interrogation and
intelligence gathering, not criminal prosecution. As one Navy lawyer put it, Gitmo

was “the legal equivalent of outer space, a place with no law.”*

The first twenty prisoners arrived at Guantinamo Bay from Afghanistan on January
11, 2002. They had been blindfolded with blackout goggles, ears blocked by head-
phones, mittened hands and handcuffed wrists chained to shackled ankles, for the
entire fifteen-hour flight. This is the image we think of when we think of Guantanamo
Bay: hobbled men in orange uniforms, crouched on the bed of a transport plane,

or huddled on the ground in a chain-link pen topped with barbed wire, guarded by

American soldiers.

These prisoners, along with later arrivals, remained in custody, subjected to
“enhanced interrogation techniques,” without access to lawyers, for more than

two years. Assured that there would be no judicial oversight, President Bush had
unilaterally established a system of military commissions to try selected Guantdnamo

Bay prisoners for war crimes.

But on June 28, 2004, the Supreme Court ruled in Rasul v. Bush that U.S. courts did,

in fact, have jurisdiction to rule on challenges to the legality of detention for those held

without charge at Guantanamo Bay.’ Habeas corpus, guaranteed by Article I of the U.S.
Constitution and ensuring the fundamental right to contest the lawfulness of detention,
survived, even in Gitmo. Pro bono lawyers began to arrive, meet with prisoners for the

first time, and file petitions.

In an end run around Rasul, Congress passed a law in 2005 again stripping courts
of jurisdiction.® But in a 2006 opinion, Hamdan v. Rumsfeld, the Supreme Court
reiterated that U.S. courts did have jurisdiction over Gitmo detainees, and struck

down the military commissions.”
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The military commission law had allowed the proceedings to be “closed” at any time,
for a variety of reasons; the accused was barred from ever learning what evidence was
presented against him in closed session. And there were essentially no standards for
admitting evidence, reliable or not. Evidence that would not be admitted in civilian
courts — hearsay, evidence elicited through torture, secret evidence — was all

admissible. This, the Court held, was unlawful.

Finally, Hamdan went further, holding for the first time that the Geneva Conventions
applied to those detained in connection with the war in Afghanistan.®

Three months later, Congress responded by enacting the Military Commissions Act,
which established a new procedure: Combatant Status Review Tribunals (CSRTs), to
determine whether captives were “unlawful enemy combatants,” defined as those who

either “engaged in” or “purposely and materially supported hostilities against” the U.S.

or its allies.” Those so designated would be subject to indefinite detention and could be

tried in newly constituted military commissions.

As the New York Times reported when the law passed, “In effect it allows the
president to identify enemies, imprison them indefinitely and interrogate them —
albeit with a ban on the harshest treatment — beyond the reach of the full court
reviews traditionally afforded criminal defendants and ordinary prisoners.”!?
Once again, the new law attempted to shield Guantdnamo Bay from the prying
eyes of U.S. courts: habeas corpus jurisdiction was stripped for anyone the

CSRTs determined to be an “unlawful enemy combatant.”

Finally, in 2008, the Supreme Court ruled, once and for all, on the jurisdictional
question. In Boumediene v. Bush, the Court issued a reminder that “ [t]he laws and
Constitution are designed to survive, and remain in force, in extraordinary times,”
and held that the ability to petition a court for habeas corpus remained available
even to those held at Guantanamo Bay, even to those officially designated as
“unlawful enemy combatants.”!! By the time Boumediene was decided, men had

been held for six and a half years.
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As early as 2002, Gitmo’s prisoners had engaged in mass hunger strikes to protest

their indefinite detention without charge or trial, as well as the conditions of their
confinement: from physical and psychological abuse to lack of adequate food and

clean water.'? The military responded by placing protesters in restraint chairs

several times a day and inserting nasogastric tubes to administer liquid nutrients such as
Ensure. In the evolving military terminology this was not force-feeding, but

“enteral feeding.” For over a decade, periodic reports were issued tracking the

number of “detainees” engaging in “long-term non-religious fasts” (never “hunger
strikes”) and fluctuations in their weights. But those official reports ended in 2013,
when military authorities pledged they would “not further their protests by reporting

the numbers to the public.”*?

Guantdnamo Bay’s detention centers have now been open for more than fifteen years.
Of the 780 men who have been held there, only eight have been convicted in the
military commissions, and five of those convictions were overturned on appeal. Nine
captives have died. Hundreds have been cleared and released, returning home or,

if U.S. authorities deemed it necessary, transferred to third countries pursuant to

secret agreements between governments.'*

As of this writing, 61 men remain in custody. Of those, seven face commission charges
relating to the September 11, 2001, attacks and three remain convicted. Fifteen years
on, those trials are still not anticipated to take place for years. If and when security
conditions can be met, and if countries can be found to accept them, twenty men are
cleared for transfer. Thirty-one more are “forever prisoners” deemed too dangerous to

release, destined to remain held, without charge or trial, indefinitely."

Placing “War on Terror” captives on an offshore military base has on one level been

a great success: out of sight, out of mind. Over the last fifteen years, most Americans
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have stopped looking. Though the “detention centers” of Guantinamo Bay
were initially established in the name of our safety following September 11, few

Americans now believe the offshore prisons anything to do with them.

As a nation, America takes pride in its criminal justice system as the best in the
world. America take due process for granted. Every American schoolchild knows the
right to remain silent, the right to a lawyer. Americans take as self-evident the right
to challenge the prosecution’s evidence in a speedy trial before a neutral judge and

a jury of our peers. It is unremarkable that these constitutional protections apply to
the innocent and guilty alike because Americans trust that this process will generally
secure a just result. And Americans celebrate the exonerations of innocents wrongly
convicted. The system is hardly perfect, but it works, even in terrorism cases.
Civilian federal courts have produced about 500 convictions in terror cases since
September 11, 2001.1

Offshore, though, for those alleged to be terrorists, indefinite detention without
charge or trial, subject only to opaque military determinations of “enemy
combatant” status using often untested classified evidence, is the new normal.

It is unremarkable enough for several presidential candidates, including the winner,

to propose expanding, not ending, the use of Gitmo’s prisons.

Whether its prisons ultimately close, the stain of Guantinamo Bay will remain
indelible. Terrorist groups have appropriated Gitmo’s orange jumpsuits in gruesome
propaganda videos that simultaneously taunt the West and recruit new followers.
For former “detainees,” freedom is not the end. Their bodies may be free, but
Guantianamo Bay will always mark them. The trauma persists as they attempt to
forge new lives. Most of the released men I met told me all they want is “a good life,
a simple life”: to marry or reconnect with their families, and find work to support
them. For twelve years I practiced as a wrongful conviction lawyer representing
innocent exonerees in civil rights suits in the United States. Unlike my former clients,

Gitmo’s survivors have no declarations of innocence to explain the yearslong gap in
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their work histories, and no legal recourse for compensation.

Most of those transferred to one of 59 third countries must learn new languages —
Slovak, Albanian, Serbian!” — and navigate foreign cultures with often-minimal levels
of re-entry support, subject to a seemingly arbitrary array of restrictions on their

liberty, depending on where they landed.

There is no single office or individual within the U.S. government responsible for
overseeing their welfare. We have washed our hands of them, though they were held
in our names. It is unremarkable enough for several presidential candidates,

including the winner, to propose expanding, not ending, the use of Gitmo’s prisons.

Brooklyn, New York, January 21, 2017
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Notes

1. The four post—-WWII Geneva Conventions include a range of protections under an international Law of
War. Common Article 3 of the Third Geneva Convention Relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War
protects prisoners of war from violence including “cruel treatment and torture,” “outrages against personal
dignity,” and sentences imposed by any means other than “a regularly constituted court affording all the
judicial guarantees which are recognized as indispensable by civilized peoples.” 6 U. S. T. 3316, T. L. A. S.
No. 3364 (enacted 1949, ratified by the United States 1955).

2. Since December 2015, media visits are scheduled only four times a year and limited to a single day, with
no access to any of the detention facilities where men are held. See Carol Rosenberg, “U.S. Military Limits
Media Access to Guantdnamo Prison,” Miami Herald (December 17, 2015).

3. The Senate Intelligence Committee Report on Torture is a redacted summary of a much longer, classified report.

4. Former Navy Lt. Commander Charles Swift, in the documentary film, National Geographic Explorer:
Inside Guantdnamo (2009). The U.S. Naval Station’s 45 square miles have been under “complete jurisdiction
and control” of the United States since a 1903 treaty with Cuba. Later agreements clarified that the lease
would continue in perpetuity, until the U.S. abandons the land or both countries agree in writing that the area
would revert to Cuba. Since 1961, the Cuban government has protested it as an illegal occupation.

5. Rasul, et al., v. Bush, et al., 542 U.S. 466 (2004).

6. Detainee Treatment Act of 2005, 42 U.S.C. § 21D, Title X of Division A of the Defense Appropriations
Act of Fiscal Year 2006, at § 1005 (e) (119 STAT. 2739).

7. Hamdan v. Rumsfeld, et al., 548 U.S. 557 (2006).

8. Specifically, Hamdan found that the Third Geneva Convention of 1949 (regarding the treatment of
prisoners of war), applied to those held at Guantanamo Bay. Ibid.

9. Pub.L. 109-366, at § 848(a)(1)(i).
10. Scott Shane & Adam Liptak, “Detainee Bill Shifts Power to President,” New York Times (Sept. 29, 2006).

11. Boumediene v. Bush, 553 U.S. 723, 798 (2008). See also Linda Greenhouse, “Justices, 5-4, Back Detainee
Appeals for Guantanamo,” New York Times (June 18, 2008).

12. “The Guantinamo Prisoner Hunger Strikes and Protests: February 2002—-August 2005,” Center for
Constitutional Rights (2005).

13. Carol Rosenberg, “Military Imposes Blackout on Guantanamo Bay Hunger Strike Figures,” Miami Herald
(December 13, 2008).

14. The official count is seven suicides, one heart attack, and colon cancer. “Guantidnamo By the Numbers,”
Miami Herald (updated June 22, 2016). But see Joseph Hickman, Murder at Camp Delta: A Staff Sergeant’s
Pursuit of the Truth about Guantdnamo Bay (Simon & Schuster 2015) (alleging that three alleged suicides
actually died during CIA interrogations).

15. Carol Rosenberg, “New Guantinamo intelligence upends old ‘worst of the worst” assumptions,”
Miami Herald (September 30, 2016), available at http://www.miamiherald.com/news/nationworld/
world/americas/guantanamo/article105037571.html.

16. “Guantanamo Docket: Current Detainees,” New York Times, available at http://projects.nytimes.com/
guantanamo/detainees/current.

17. “Close Guantanamo Bay Detention Center,” Editorial Board, Orlando Sun-Sentinel (Feb. 24, 2016).

18. “Guantanamo Docket: Transfer Countries,” New York Times, available at http://projects.nytimes.com/
guantanamo/transfer-countries.
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The Agony and the Artifice
Fred Ritchin

Omnce upon a time there were the mass media, and they were wicked, of
course, and there was a guilty party. Then there were the virtuous voices that
accused the criminals. And Art (ah, what luck!) offered alternatives, for those

who were not prisoners of the mass media.

Well, it’s all over. We have to start again from the beginning, asking one

another what’s going on.

— Umberto Eco, Travels in Hyper Reality, 1986

The world seems to be divided today between those horrified to see bistory

repeat itself and those who eagerly await its horrors.

— Charles Simic, “Expendable America,”
New York Review of Books, November 19, 2016

In Don DelLillo’s White Noise, the novel’s protagonist and his companion,

Murray, with a habit of scrutinizing cereal boxes for semiotic clues, drive into the
countryside. Passing five signs that reference “The Most Photographed Barn in
America,” they arrive at a makeshift lot with 40 cars and a tour bus already parked.
They have also arrived into a photographic frenzy: “All the people had cameras;
some had tripods, telephoto lenses, filter kits. A man in a booth sold postcards and

slides—pictures of the barn taken from the elevated spot.”

But there is also a massive disconnect, as Murray points out: “No one sees the
barn.... Once you’ve seen the signs about the barn, it becomes impossible to see

the barn.” What, then, are the people doing? “They are taking pictures of taking
pictures.” Murray’s reflections were published some three decades ago, well before
the invention of the cell-phone camera, social media and the proliferation of billions
of digital images online, but only five years after the postmodern artist Cindy
Sherman had her first major New York show of faked “film stills” and the actor

Ronald Reagan was elected president.
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In his curious way Murray asked essential questions of a society celebrating the
power of the image but simultaneously using it to obfuscate and forget: “What was
the barn like before it was photographed?... What did it look like, how was it
different from other barns, how was it similar to other barns?” And somewhat
coyly, Murray concludes: “”We can’t answer these questions because we’ve read the
signs, seen the people snapping the pictures. We can’t get outside the aura. We’re

part of the aura. We’re here, we’re now.” He seemed immensely pleased by this.”

The aura, if anything, has expanded, and the signs today (from “crooked Hillary”
to a “basket of deplorables”) have proliferated to a state of near omnipresence.
What is a serious photographer, concerned with the issues and not their branding

or spin, to do? Can one see the barn anew? Or, more importantly, can one actually
see war? What was war like before it was photographed? Was it always a spectacle
of vivid bombings and broken bodies, an orchestrated activity made to look like a
fatal sport, a quasi-religious morality play? Did it ever inhabit a Newtonian universe
of cause and effect, including the economic and political, that provided even a bit of
clarity as to how to resolve or even avoid it? Does image need war as much as war
now seems to require image? Would conflicts be easier to appreciate and understand,

and even settle, if photographers stayed home?

In 19835, the same year that White Noise was published, critic Neil Postman
compared the dystopia of George Orwell’s 1984 with Aldous Huxley’s 1932 novel,
Brave New World. “What Orwell feared were those who would ban books,”
says Postman. “What Huxley feared was that there would be no reason to
ban a book, for there would be no one who wanted to read one. Orwell
feared those who would deprive us of information. Huxley feared those who
would give us so much that we would be reduced to passivity and egoism.”

They both seem to have been correct.

In an earlier era, for example, a black-and-white photograph of a young member
of the Vietcong being marched into the street and summarily executed in Saigon, or
another four years later of a naked young girl with her skin burning from napalm,
inspired much soul-searching as to both the wisdom and the morality of the
U.S. intervention in Vietnam. In 1969, the year after Eddie Adams’s photo-
graph of the sidewalk execution, newly elected president Richard Nixon’s
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administration did order significant U.S. troop reductions and, in 1973, the
year after Nick Ut’s harrowing image of the young girl appeared, U.S. troops

would leave Vietnam. Two years later the war ended.

While it is of course impossible to position these troop withdrawals in the
logic of cause and effect, there was a time when the photographic image
might help trigger for some a hardening of previous views, while for
others it might lead to a reconsideration of support for a cause or a
passionate interest in another. The photograph, conceived of as a quasi-
mechanical record of visible reality, could be useful as a reference point
that served to help stimulate and position an ensuing debate. Was the U.S.
actually fighting for democracy or was the goal more of a corporate
takeover? Was the “domino theory” warning of Chinese domination valid?
Did the ends justify the means? The photograph managed, in many cases,
both to circumvent a government’s official position and to challenge it.

And photographs did concern those who later assumed power. During the
first Persian Gulf War, fifteen years later, in an effort to avoid what President
George H. W. Bush called “another Vietnam,” photographers were kept off

the battlefield. They were sidelined for televised simulations narrated by
various on-air consultants as well as for the occasional image from a camera
mounted on a “smart” bomb on its way to its target. Photographs that directly
addressed the consequences of the violence were negated in the orchestrated “image
war” that enveloped the conflict. For example, pictures of a bunker destroyed in
central Baghdad by an American missile were quickly obfuscated by a cloud of
questions meant to nullify their impact: Were the Iraqi dead civilians or soldiers?
Who was at fault? Was it all staged? As a 1991 front-page headline in the Los
Angeles Times proclaimed, “Images of Death Could Produce Tilt to Baghdad.”

The images, more than the people, became of concern.

While these restrictive policies were somewhat lifted for the second Gulf War, there
was still a powerful strategy in place to mitigate any potential fallout: photographers
were required to be “embedded” with troops, and had to sign contracts stipulating
under what circumstances photographs could be published. Even the flag-draped

coffins containing the bodies of American soldiers returning home were placed off
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limits for photographers. The most revealing photographs to emerge from that
conflict, not entirely surprisingly, were those made by the soldiers themselves who
were torturing inmates at the Abu Ghraib prison. While the professionals had been
muffled, concerned with contracts and the parameters of publication, the soldiers
became, unintentionally, those with a much more visceral, compelling, raw and

horrific story to tell.

And now, in an era in which billions of images are uploaded daily with no equivalent
of a front page to focus attention, in an environment of a generalized skepticism
about media, the credibility of the photograph founders. Now it is perceived as more
of a signifier of opinion than of the facts, and any evidence it purports to show is
often immediately contested and disparaged. Rather than the old bromide “the cam-
era never lies” from the mechanical era, the referents in the image are thought of as

what might be called “desirents,” a projection onto reality of a particular worldview.

Now the photographs and videos of people on the verge of being slaughtered may
elicit little in terms of a pragmatic response, as the New York Times’s architecture
critic, Michael Kimmelman, recently commented in an anguished critic’s notebook
entitled “Aleppo’s Faces Beckon to Us.” He quotes German Chancellor Angela
Merkel as saying, “When a free-trade agreement with the U.S.A. drives hundreds of
thousands of people to the streets, but such horrible bombings as in Aleppo do not
trigger any protest, then something is not right.” Above Kimmelman’s front-page
piece, the Times published four iconic images of children, two from previous eras:
Nick Ut’s photograph of nine-year-old Kim Phuc being napalmed in Vietnam, and
Kevin Carter’s of a famished child in the Sudan being menaced by a vulture; as

well as two recent photographs of Syrian children, one by Mahmoud Raslan of five-
year-old Omran Daqneesh, bloodied and stunned in an ambulance, and another by
Nillifer Demir of Aylan Kurdi’s prone body after he had drowned while attempting
to flee Syria with his family. Kimmelman ends his anguished reflection haunted by
the profound disconnect between the horror of the imagery and society’s disregard.
Having “done nothing to help” when confronted with these images, he suggests,

“[t]he very least we should do is look back.”

In this environment of too many images accomplishing too little, are there

any alternative strategies that allow a greater understanding and encourage a
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constructive response? This is the challenge of any serious social documentary
photographer working today. In the case of Guantdnamo Bay, how does one

depict a notorious prison operated mostly in secret by Americans concerned with
the possible guilt of the inmates in their care but who are themselves functioning
largely outside the United States legal system? How does one go beyond the image
signifiers of barbed wire and prisoners in orange jumpsuits (later imitated by ISIS as
they beheaded foreigners)? How does one deal with all of those made anonymous
but collectively thought of as the “other,” widely attributed to the enemy and to
evil, their presumption of innocence bypassed? How does one comprehend the
relationship between the various forms of nearly medieval torture practiced and

the resortlike atmosphere on the same tropical island?

More specifically, is it possible to deconstruct a marketing campaign that has a gift
shop branding the Guantdnamo experience with T-shirts stating “IT DON’T
GITMO BETTER THAN THIS” or another, featuring a menacing guard tower,
stating “The Taliban Towers at Guantanamo Bay, the Caribbean’s Newest 5-star
Resort”? Or the bobblehead figure for sale of Fidel Castro on a boom box inscribed,
“Rockin’ in Fidel’s Backyard”? Is there a possible comparison to be made to the
“Arbeit Macht Frei” (Work Makes You Free) sign greeting inmates of a World War
I concentration camp, or is even mentioning it grounds for accusations of treason

against America, or is it the American brand?

Not only as a photographer but as a person, how does one deal with the water-
boarding that left men drowning, the calculus of throwing them off walls from
different angles, the aggressive force-feeding of those on hunger strikes, and the
“frequent flyer” technique by which men and their belongings were moved from
one cell to another every couple of hours to destabilize them and prevent them from
sleeping? And then what of the nearly obscene juxtaposition of the white sands and
the sea, the fishing trips and windsurfing, the cinema, the eighteen-hole golf course
and the bowling alley, McDonald’s and the KFC, all of which are available to

America’s 1.5 million service personnel worldwide and to Guantdnamo’s workers?

The boundaries between heaven and hell seem to have been purposefully

compromised to camouflage the legal and moral problematics of the
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extra-judicial confinement of hundreds of men. Now President Obama regretted not
having closed the prison on his first day in office, while former Vice President Dick
Cheney asserted that the prisoners were living in resortlike conditions: “They’re
living in the tropics. They’re well fed. They’ve got everything they could possibly
want. There isn’t any other nation in the world that would treat people who were

determined to kill Americans the way we’re treating these people.”

It is difficult to forget President George W. Bush telling Americans to go shopping
after the attacks of September 11, his redefinition of the citizen as consumer
becoming somehow consonant with the Guantinamo gift shop. And more recently
we remember Donald Trump at a campaign rally in Sparks, Nevada, saying: “This
morning, I watched President Obama talking about Gitmo, right, Guantinamo Bay,
which by the way, which by the way, we are keeping open. Which we are keeping
open ... and we’re gonna load it up with some bad dudes, believe me, we’re gonna
load it up.” One can only wait to see if the former reality television star was serious,

or kidding, will forget about it, or can get away with it.

In Welcome to Camp America Debi Cornwall implicitly references Jeremy Bentham’s
panopticon, the all-seeing and oppressive prison structure, but much more explicitly
is in the arena of DeLillo’s “Most Photographed Barn,” the unseeing observer.
Deconstructing the visible foreground is as important to Cornwall as the more
traditional documentary strategy of attempting to uncover that which has been
concealed in the background. In Welcome to Camp America the plush turkey-
vulture gift shop souvenir with “Guantanamo Bay Cuba” written on its chest is
juxtaposed with the process by which men’s souls are preyed upon just next door,
delineating the contradiction between tourism and torture. Similarly, the vivid
photograph of the four white metal reclining lawn chairs lined up, a green palm
tree seeming to sway behind them in front of a blue sky with wispy white clouds,
has its resemblance to paradise subverted by a sign on the fence announcing,

“In case of emergency call 911.” The text that follows it destabilizes the image
further: “That the segregation cells consist of stamped steel completely around

each cell, and you cannot see in or out of the cell except for a small ‘beanhole,’
where food is given to the detainee. The segregation cell was very dark, with

only a small light at the upper corner of the cell which gave off the same kind
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of light as a fading flashlight. The floor of the segregation cell was also made

of steel.”

It may be the photograph of the three soldiers in camouflage gear who are shown
mannequinlike and faceless from behind, standing at the island’s edge, looking
towards the blues of the sea and sky in front of them, that is the book’s most
emblematic. The image evokes a sense of the impact of the system on human
beings, turning them mechanical and robotic while surrounded by the idyllic and
the make-believe. It also serves to underline the bleakness of the environmental
portraits that follow, of former prisoners scattered throughout the world, also
photographed from the back, their faces concealed out of fear for their safety in
whichever country agreed to accept them, this time without any blue sea framing
them. Their facelessness is, of course, a sign of empathy on the part of the
photographer who withholds their identities so that they might find another one

less compromised; perhaps we are meant to think the same of the these soldiers.

For some soldiers, however, being at Gitmo is pleasurable, like the military escort
who was heard to remark, “Gitmo is the best posting a soldier could have. There’s
so much fun to be had here!” For others it has been a black hole, a descent into

the darkest part of the human psyche, the torture techniques described here in
unclassified documents with headings that are both clinical and terrifying: “Nudity,”
“Dietary manipulation,” “Insult slap.” Limning the ugly disconnect between the sur-
face allure and the systemic cruelty, Cornwall also tries to remind us of the legacy of
this experience in the lives of the men whose destinies have been so brutally altered.
In a repetitive, painfully ironic refrain, next to nearly all the portraits of the former

prisoners identified only by their first names, the text reads: “Charges never filed.”

And she does manage to convey some of the atmosphere within the prison. Cornwall
quotes one American soldier who was masquerading as a prisoner on a training
drill in a cell: “I tried to get on my stomach so that I could be compliant,” said the
soldier, “and so their pressure and aggression would lessen. However the grabbing,
bending and twisting only intensified. It never lessened.” He continues: “I uttered
the code word Red again and when I did that, the individual behind me slammed
my head down against the steel floor. I was trying to be as limp and compliant as
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possible, but it was not working.” Afterwards, when he asked for a video of
the violation that is typically made for training purposes, he found that it had

been erased.

Release as well, it turns out, can be problematic, and refuge illusory. Hamza,
identified as a Tunisian man now living in exile in Slovakia after having been
imprisoned for almost thirteen years (despite charges never having been filed),
had one such experience: “Special Forces officers broke down his door, shot him
with rubber bullets, and arrested him.” Why? “He had not left his apartment in
five days, they explained.”

How then is a reader to respond? In Welcome to Camp America we cannot look
back at the faces that look at us, as Kimmelman pleaded in the New York Times,
because their faces are for the most part concealed. But, as Kimmelman also pointed
out and Cornwall evidently agrees, empathy alone is not a sufficient response. In
Welcome to Camp America we are urged instead to confront a system responsible
for moral breakdown and inhuman punishment, depriving people of their funda-
mental right to a fair trial while also rationalizing torture. The reader is urged as
well to confront the workings of a society, barely concealed behind the branding
exercise of T-shirts, coffee mugs and plush souvenirs, that condones this. And,
despite a prevailing disregard for the factual and the logical, Welcome to Camp
America manages to deconstruct war’s fog as well as its opaque blue skies.

Like a legal brief, it reconnects images to the realities from which they have

been unmoored.

Last century’s celebrated war photographer Robert Capa is well known for his
oft-quoted statement extolling empathy, “If your pictures aren’t good enough, you
aren’t close enough.” Welcome to Camp America argues persuasively for another
strategy—do not neglect the effects of conflict, but most of all work to expose the

system that is responsible for the unbearable and unnecessary pain.

“The most photographed barn in America” can be seen.

New York, December 2016
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